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What is the role of the Technical Delegate          
at a Competition? 

We are there to: 

1. Safeguard the welfare of the horse
2. Help management provide a safe and fair competition for all
3. Protect the interests of competitors, judges and competition 

management.

We are there to answer your questions and respond to 
your concerns.



TDs are the liaison between the 
USEF, competition management, 

judges and the competitor. 

We are the USEF’s 
representative to the 

competition: their eyes and 
ears. 



We see the 
competition 

from multiple 
perspectives:

The 
Federations’ 

rules and 
parameters

Is the 
competition  

operating  
within those 
parameters

The 
competitors’ 

needs. 



• We are circulating around the 
show grounds watching the 
warm-ups, competition arenas, 
and stabling areas to monitor 
that the horses are being 
treated well and are safe. 

• We are watching for abuse, 
harsh riding, over-riding, 
distress, blood, whip marks, etc. 

One of our 
paramount 
duties is to   

safeguard the 
welfare of the 

horse. 



We assist management 
to help ensure that 

every effort is made to 
provide for a safe 

competition. 

• We inspect the competition and 
warm-up arenas, as well as the 
stabling areas and grounds. 

• We work to identify potential 
safety issues and bring them to 
the attention of competition 
management.



The 
Equipment 
Checker  

The Ring 
Steward 

We 
educate 

and 
monitor  

The Warm-
Up Steward 



We are 
knowledgeable in 

how a competition 
should run. 

We work to 
anticipate 
problems. 

We strive to 
recommend 

practical solutions. 

It’s pouring down rain, the arena is a lake, the judge is soaked, the 
competitor wants to ride and management wants to know if they can 
call it for the day. 

How can we help facilitate the making of those tough decisions?



TDs are 
available to 

management, 
judges, 

competitors, et 
al.

We watch, 
monitor, 

advise and 
recommend.

We assist in 
finding  

applicable rules 
and then how 

to interpret 
them. 



Cell 
Phone #

TD 

The TD is a 
resource for 
you at the 
competition.

Call us when 
you need us. 





NEW DRESS RULES DR 120 ARE A VERY COMMONLY 
ASKED QUESTION RIGHT NOW

How to find useful information



Go to the USDF Website

See the box labeled Education? Click on it. 



Third column over? Technical Delegates? Click on it!



This is our TD page which houses our resources. It is available to us but it is 
also available to you. 

In order to navigate around here, click on a topic such as NEW! 2022 Dress 
Code. 



https://www.usdf.org/education/A%20Visual%20Guide%20to%20the%20Dressage%20Attire%20Rules.pdf?t=3/19/20
22%2010:24:22%20AM

https://www.usdf.org/education/A%20Visual%20Guide%20to%20the%20Dressage%20Attire%20Rules.pdf?t=3/19/2022%2010:24:22%20AM
https://www.usdf.org/education/A%20Visual%20Guide%20to%20the%20Dressage%20Attire%20Rules.pdf?t=3/19/2022%2010:24:22%20AM




Need information on Dressage Attire & Equipment? 
                Or Annex A?  



The resources are there, you just need to know how to navigate 
to them.



Need information on whether or not you can carry a whip in a Qualifying 
class, Young Horse class, do you have to have a double bridle…?

Click on the green button. You will need to be a member of USDF.  







Wondering what type of 
memberships you and 
your horse need? 

The information is all 
readily available to you. 
You just need to know 
how to navigate to it! 

This is a very handy chart 
that is in the Members 
Guide pg. 7. 
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